
 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES OF MAY 

11, 2020 

 

 

I CALL TO ORDER 

 

 Chairperson Meddaugh brought the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

II PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Chairperson Meddaugh led the Commission and others present in reciting the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

III ROLL CALL 

 

Members Present: Sloan, Laforet, McConnell, Kosinski, Mudry, Bradley, Weinfeld, 

Schweitzer, and Meddaugh. 

 

Members Absent:   

 

Others Present: Planning Director Gary Bozek and Assistant Planning Director 

Dave Waligora, Planner Matt McKernan 

 

IV APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

MOTION BY MUDRY, SECONDED BY KOSINSKI, THAT THE AGENDA BE 

APPROVED AS SUBMITTED. VOICE VOTE. CARRIED 9-0. 

 

V APPROVAL OF MINUTES – None 

 

VI CITIZEN COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA - None 

 

VII CORRESPONDENCE - None 

 

VIII OLD BUSINESS – None 

 

IX PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Case No. 3-20-1 – Request to rezone the property located at 601 N. Waverly Road, 

Lansing, MI. 48917, being the east 375 feet of Lot 11 of the Parkview Acres Subdivision 

in Section 13 of Delta Township, from O, Office, to C, Commercial.  Petitioner is Emilee 

Galica, 9976 Riverside Drive, Eagle, MI. 48822. 

 

(Summary Record of Public Hearing is filed under a separate cover.) 

 

X OTHER BUSINESS 
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Comprehensive Plan Update Review Work Session No. 3: Review and discussion of 

February 10, 2020 draft of Delta Township Comprehensive Plan Update prepared by 

McKenna.  Work Session No. 3 will focus on the first half (pg. 72 – 95) of Chapter III – 

“Future Land Use Plan”. 

 

Mr. Bozek said he had received written commentary from former Planning Director Mark 

Graham that he would he pass along to the Commission.  Mr. Bozek noted that even 

though the Commission did not have any cases scheduled for their next meeting, he 

would like to place another Comprehensive Plan work session on the that agenda. 

 

Mr. Schweitzer made a grammatical correction to the Plan under the heading 

“Agricultural” where it states “this district is”.  He felt the wording should be changed to 

read “this district will”.  He noted that in all the residential classifications, with the 

exception of Manufactured Home Park, there was the same description regarding close 

proximity to the highways.  Mr. Schweitzer noted that under “Natural Preservation” on 

Page 84 of the Plan, talked about the area north of Millett Highway, but he indicated that 

this section of road has a highway sign indicating “Sundance Highway” between Nixon 

and Guinea Road. 

 

Mr. Bozek said the name does change as you transition west from Millett to Sundance.  

He said there were a number of map corrections that had been identified that would be 

corrected. 

 

Mr. Schweitzer said under “West Delta” on page 86 of the Plan, there was a sentence that 

states some commercial development has occurred on Saginaw Highway at Nixon Road.  

He questioned if the day care center located at the southeast corner of Nixon and Saginaw 

Highway was considered commercial. 

 

Mr. Bozek said the day care was actually an institutional use, but there is some 

commercially zoned land located at the southwest corner, as well as some commercial 

development at the western boundary of the Township.  Mr. Bozek said staff would take 

a look at the sentence Mr. Schweitzer had referred to. 

 

Mr. Waligora said staff struggled with desirable descriptors of neighborhood sections and 

how to label them.  He noted that staff would accept any suggestions from the 

Commission for better terminology. 

 

Mr. Bozek said when staff used the neighborhood concept in terms of describing specific 

areas of the Township in the 1980’s, neighborhoods were given numbers rather than 

names.  He said it had been difficult coming up with descriptors rather than using 

numbers for the defined areas. 

 

Mr. Kosinski said he would like more neutral language used to better identify 

neighborhoods in the Plan. 
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Mr. Weinfeld said he agreed with Mr. Kosinski that better identifies needed to be used if 

the Plan was going to use several neighborhoods in an area to identify a specific area of 

the Township. 

 

Mr. Bozek said staff would continue to work on this issue and come up with different 

terminology.  He also felt listing subdivisions under “areas” was a good way to approach 

it. 

 

General discussion ensued on this issue and different options that could be used to 

provide a general description of neighborhoods in the Plan. 

 

Mr. Meddaugh asked that a detailed color key accompany the neighborhood map that 

illustrated the different neighborhoods/regions in the Plan. 

 

Mr. Bozek noted that Former Planning Director Mark Graham had identified some errors 

on the proposed Future Land Use Map that needed to be changed and that staff would be 

working on making those changes to the map. 

 

Mr. Waligora felt there was a prevalence of mixed uses depicted on the Future Land Use 

Map that he wasn’t sure was ever discussed with staff.  He said there were mixed uses in 

the general vicinity of the Lansing Mall, but there were mixed uses being recommended 

along Waverly, Snow, Willow, and Canal that didn’t make much sense.  Mr. Waligora 

noted that the corner of Willow and Canal was recommended for Multiple Family 

Residential development which was very different than what was contained I the 2013 

Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Mr. Bozek referred to the Willow/Canal Road intersection by noting that a future mixed 

use land use recommendation may not be appropriate where apartments had been 

proposed.  He said there was a multi-family classification on the north side of Willow, 

west of Canal, which was not an appropriate land use recommendation due to the fact that 

the property was owned by the Township and would be used for future utility facilities 

expansion.  Mr. Bozek said the multi-family land use recommendation on property 

located on the west side of Canal, between the pathway and Willow Highway, should be 

broken down due to the fact that there was a combination of a single family subdivision 

and multi-family residential being the Canal Club Apartments.  Mr. Bozek informed the 

Commission that there was a grouping of property owners who owned approximately 25 

acres conjointly and that the developer of the Pepper Ridge apartment development was 

coming forth with a rezoning which may proceed the adoption of the Comprehensive 

Plan. 

 

Mr. Meddaugh inquired about the proposed development at the corner of Waverly and 

Delta River Drive and the fact that the development would not be moving forward. 

 

Mr. Bozek said the Township Board would discuss how to proceed with the property and 

may take action to rescind the approvals for the zoning classifications that were placed on 

the property and return them back to a single family residential zoning classification 
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rather than multi-family residential.  Mr. Bozek said he didn’t know what the property 

owner’s intentions were for the property, but anyone who wanted to move forward with 

any type of development proposal would have the same issue with incurring the expense 

of extending sanitary sewer to the parcel.  He noted that one of Mr. Graham’s comments 

was why doesn’t the Township recommend park and open space along the flood plain 

area on this parcel which would help in any kind of future action in terms of rezoning’s 

and Special Land Use Permit requests. 

 

Mr. Bozek proceeded to review Mr. Graham’s comments by noting that he had a few 

general comments in terms of the lack of labeling on the Future Land Use Map where the 

Township had boundaries with other municipalities.  He noted that Mr. Graham pointed 

out that in Section 2 of the Township, which is the northern portion of the Township, one 

mile east of Waverly Road, there were a couple of areas at the end of subdivisions that 

were actually private parks and that he recommended that they be identified as parks and 

open space rather than single family residential which is how they were dedicated on the 

plat.  He said the former landfill property located on Canal Road should be labeled as 

“utility” rather than “multiple family”.  He noted that Mr. Graham questioned the mixed 

use land use description that Mr. Waligora had pointed out at Canal and Willow Highway 

where apartments had been proposed which should be identified as multi-family.  Also, a 

mile south, there is commercial designations on Horrock’s property at the Saginaw/Canal 

intersection which could accommodate any commercial services that may be needed by 

people in that area.  Mr. Graham pointed out that Great Lakes Christian College located 

in Section 10 should be designated as institutional and not two to four family residential.  

He noted that the area behind the Township’s Library to the east should be designated as 

parks and open space which is where the Township’s East-West Pathway traversed.  Mr. 

Bozek noted that the entire Library property is designated as institutional, but the 

pathway property is recognized as parks and open space. 

 

Mr. Bozek noted that Mr. Graham had mentioned the former O’Rafferty property located 

on Saginaw Highway that had a designation of mixed uses.  He noted that a few years 

ago, the Township conducted a Place-Making exercise that identified the former 

O'Rafferty High School as possible mixed use development.  However, Mr. Bozek noted 

that the property has since sold and he didn’t know what the intentions were of the new 

owners at this point.  He felt a future land use designation could be further studied on this 

property.  He noted that Mr. Graham recommended that the storm water detention area in 

the Colt Meadows subdivision should be labeled as “utility”, as well as other Township 

owned land designated as parks and open space on the Future Land Use Map rather than 

any kind of residential classification.  Mr. Graham recommended that the Farm Bureau 

property should have a designation of office and not a commercial future land use 

designation.  Mr. Graham questioned whether the 100 acres that Grand Ledge Schools 

owned in Section 19 should have a designation of institutional rather than residential.  He 

pointed out a few 425 Agreement areas within the industrial area of the Township that 

were depicted as agricultural that should be designated as industrial.  Mr. Graham 

referred to Page 86 and 87 of the Plan that talked about development standards that didn’t 

reconcile with each other where the development patterns had already been established.  
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Mr. Bozek noted that Mr. Graham also pointed out a bulk of references that needed to be 

corrected to the text of the Plan. 

 

Mr. McConnell said in the beginning of the Chapter III, he was looking for broader 

directional statements in terms of where the Township saw itself growing in the future.  

Mr. McConnell said he read the description on Page 72 of the Plan which gave him the 

criteria for how different areas would be developed, but he was looking for a broader 

statement of direction. 

 

Mr. Bozek felt Mr. McConnell wanted a summary of what the Township wanted to see in 

the different areas of the Township which could be done. 

 

XII PLANNING DIRECTOR COMMENTS 

 

Mr. Bozek said due to Memorial Day, the Commission’s next meeting will be held on 

Tuesday, May 26
th

.  He noted that the Capital Chrysler Special Land Use Permit request 

would be placed on the Commission’s June 8
th

 agenda.  Township Economic Coordinator 

spoke to representatives of the Lansing Mall who are planning to re-open and that they 

had a list of tenants interested in locating in the Mall.  He noted that the Township 

Manager and Board were working on putting in place all of the safety precautions before 

employees returned to work. 

 

XII PLANNING COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

 

XIII ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION BY LAFORET, SECONDED BY MCCONNELL, THAT THE 

MEETING BE ADJOURNED.  VOICE VOTE.  CARRIED 9-0. 

 

Chairperson Meddaugh adjourned the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

     ____________________________ 

     Arnold Weinfeld, Secretary 
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